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SURGICAL PROGRESS. 


II. A Case of Trigeminal Neuralgia Cured by Stretch¬ 
ing the Facial Nerve. By Dk. Schui.2e-Bercer (Oberhausen). 
The author remarks that the operative treatment of trigeminal neu¬ 
ralgia during the last decade has progressed in the direction of 
removing more and more of the nerve, until finally the operation 
has even been carried within the cranial cavity. Without resorting 
to any formidable operation, he has succeeded in curing a severe 
trigeminal neuralgia, with clonic cramps of the facial muscles, in a 
woman who had suffered for six years. The operation consisted in 
stretching the left facial nerve. 

The operation of stretching the nerve eliminates its function 
without permanently injuring it. The cause of the cure depends 
on mechanical changes, and is not reflex. As a result of the oper¬ 
ation the spasmodic contractions of the muscles of the cheek were 
checked, and, therefore, the pressing and pulling of the trigeminal 
branches mnning through these muscles were prevented. 

This rest from irritation exercised such a salutary influence 
that five days after the operation the neuralgic attacks ceased, and 
did not return, while in the course of a few months the function of 
the facial nerve became restored. 

The question as to whether all trigeminal neuralgias with clonic 
facial spasm can he cured in this manner, or only those, as the above 
case, which depend on the facial cramps for the exciting cause of the 
pain, can only be decided by further observation.— Verliandlungen 
tier deutschen Gesellschaft fur Chirurgie, xxn Kongress, 1S93. 

III. The Operative Treatment of Congenital Cleft 
Palate. By Dk. E. KCster. Kiister gives a report of the cases 
upon which he has operated, twenty-two in all, ranging in age from 
two to forty years. Nine of these were males, and thirteen females. 
Fifteen were cured, and the remaining seven were either somewhat 
improved or not helped at all. The last ten cases operated upon 
were all cured. 

Certain peculiarities in the operation as he performs it may be 
mentioned. He makes a small flap out of the uvula on either side, 
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after the fashion of Malgaigne’s operation for hare-lip. By this 
means a lengthening and broadening of the uvula is affected, and at 
the same time a moderate degree of elongation of the soft palate. 
The rest of the operation is carried on after the method of Langen- 
beck, excepting that in all cases the nasal mucous membrane is cut 
through transversely at the posterior border of the hard palate. The 
movability of the hard palate is thereby greatly increased. The 
sutures are applied with Kiister’s swan needle holder, by which the 
operation can be completed in half an hour. The introduction of 
tampons into the lateral cuts should be avoided as much as possible, 
because they often are the cause of a broad lateral opening between 
the mouth and nose. When they have to be introduced on account 
of hcemorrhage, they should be removed after a few hours. 

He does not believe in early operation, but regards the sixth 
and seventh years as the best time for operation.— Verhandlungcn 
der deutschen Gescllschaftfur Chirurgie , xxii Kongress, 1S93. 

IV. The Functional Results of Early Urano-plasty. 

By Dr. Julius Wolff (Berlin). Wolff presented to the German 
Surgical Society a seven-year-old lad in whom he had performed the 
operation for cleft palate at the age of thirteen months. Two 
months after the operation the talking exercises by Gutzmann were 
begun. He can now speak perfectly clearly and without a nasal 
accent. 

Another boy operated on at the age of fifteen months, who also 
pursued the exercises of Gutzmann, showed an absolutely perfect 
result. He also obtained as good result in a child operated on at 
the age of four months. 

Early operations for cleft palate, according to the opinion of 
surgeons before now, are dangerous and uncertain. Wolff denies 
this, and claims that the only increase of danger is from improper 
controlling of haemorrhage. He believes, furthermore, that the 
operation properly performed during the first year is really salutary j 
and also in children which have passed the first year and have not 
perished from the deformity, a successful operation will improve very 



